Right Hon. David Lloyd George, M.P.
almost indefinable trait; suppleness, subtlety, cajolery, plausibility—call it which you will—which surely makes him the most persuasive negotiator in the world. Few who across a table have put a case which he desired to compromise, in the give and take of friendly discussion, have come away with their contentions scathless. He is, like Odysseus, " a man of many devices.55 Again, he is like a Greek wrestler whose supple body has been anointed with oil. He is not very easy to grip.
Tlys article purports to be neither a history of him, nor a history of the last few years.    It is, therefore,  sufficient to  say here that the country does not even now realise what it owed, in the four terrible years which followed the Armistice, to the demoniacal energy and uncanny intuition of this man.    I have not as a colleague always found myself in complete agreement^ with his views.    No one ever did agree with everyone else in all these crises.    But in order to reach a valuation you must take the man as a whole, and the crises as a whole.    And where there has been failure you must attempt to re-create the atmosphere, and the conditions, amid which decision was  imperatively  required.    If such  a  process  be applied .to Mr. Lloyd George, it will still leave him incomparably the greatest living English statesman, and no less certainly one of the greatest who ever lived in this country.
With all the knowledge that I have of him; with all the knowledge that I think I have of existing political conditions in this country, I am unable to judge with any clearness the lines of his political future. That, in one form or another, it will be dominating I cannot doubt. „ And I think certain
39

